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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Notice of Allowance dated August 24, 2005, please enter the following 
Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance. 

The Reasons for Allowance states on page 3, item (4) that the Examiner believes that Applicants* 
claims 1 and 14 specifying an electroplating process *Vherein Die platinum group metals are sequentially 
deposited, co-deposited using an electroplating step, or deposited using entrapment plating, or 
combirmtions thereor confers "specific electroplated structures" to the claimed protective coatmgs. It is 
stoted that "sequentially deposited* platinum metals produce at least a two-layered noble metal protective 
coating; that "co-deposited" platinxnn metals produce a high-purity platinum metal alloy that is located 
entirely or mostly on the component surfece; and that "entrapment plating" of platinum metals as well as 
other, minor metals produces a composite protective coating characterized by metal particles within a 
metal matrix located entirely or mostly on the component surfece. It is also suggested on page 3, item (5) 
diat heat treating forms a homogenous noble metal alloy coating. 

The above statements are imprecise and place an unwarranted interpretation upon the claims. 
Such a characterization of the claims does not properly take into account Applicant's claimed invention as 
reflected in Ihe specification and Applicant's response to the Examiner's Office Action. For exan^le, the 
claims do not specify, nor does die specification or response state, that the sequentially deposited 
platinum metals necessarily produce at least a two-layered protective coating; that the co-deposited 
platinum metals necessarily produce a high-purity platinum alloy located entirely or mostly on the 
component surface; that entrapment plating of the platinum metals necessarily produces a composite 
protective coating characterized by metal particles ^fbin a metal matrix located entirely or mostly on tiie 
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inent surface; or that heat treating of the protective coating necessarily foms a homogenous alloy 
Abating. 

Applicants note fliat the '^record as a whole" must be considered as a supplement to the 
Examiner's stated Reasons for Allowance, and, to the extent that it is dear and coniplete, it shall control 
the interpretation of any and all claims. 

Respectfully submitted^ 

By: 




Donald £. Hasse 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 29,387 
(513)229-0383 

September 15, 20O5 Customer Number 31838 
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FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET AND 
CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION UNDER 37 CFR 1.8 



The documents accompanying this telecopy transmission contain confidential information belonging 
to ^ sender which is legally protected. The infoimation is intended only for the use of the 
individual or entity nBmed above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hcrd}y notified that 
any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this 
telecopied infonmation is strictly prohibitel If you have received this telecopy in error, please 
immediately notify us by telephone (collect) to arrange for return of the telecopied documents to us. 
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